SIR   SAMUEL  HOARE   AND  SIR  KINGSLEY  WOOD
an aerial armada of Spitfires. Each squadron in the Air
Force has behind it a perpetually increasing depth of
reserve machines. Our power for strict self-defence
is known to be formidable and promises unpleasant
surprises for any sky marauders. Our capacity for doing
injury to others is now beyond being measured.
Has this change been wrought exclusively by the
magic of Kingsley Wood? No doubt his most constant
satellites would like us to think so, but any such
illusion must be rejected. Much of the planning for
expansion was accomplished before Kingsley Wood
became Secretary of State for Air. The designs of the
great new factories were approved before the respon-
sibility for their products became his. Since he has
had the power those factories have been completed
and have come into full production.
He is reaping a rich harvest, all of which he did not
sow himself. Unavoidably credit is attaching to the
lucky little Minister for the preparations set in hand by
his predecessors. It may be said that the things that
matter are results and not the winning or losing of
laurels. But no one should deprive Kingsley Wood
of the credit for furthering the acceleration. Under
his supervision and the dynamic impulse which Lloyd
George long ago saw he possessed,, the Air expansion
has proceeded with unpredicted smoothness and
rapidity.
Men like working for Sir Kingsley and he can
stimulate them to make their best efforts. With
subordinates and deputations he is brisk without
being brusque. He does jiot waste time, and though
he is often the victim of fatigue he listens keenly
to what is said and impresses those who wait upon
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